
The Danube Summer Institute offers a rich cross-cultural 
academic experience for students, anchored by the 
collaboration of Prof. Dr. Winand Gellner of the Department 
of Political Science at The University of Passau and his 
Lehrstuhl, and Prof. John Robertson of the Department of 
Political Science at Texas A&M University.  A native of the 
Rhineland Palatinate state of Germany, Professor Gellner 
earned his Ph. D. in Political Science from the University of 
Trier in 1987 and completed his habilitation in 1994 on the 
basis of his pioneering research on think tanks and political 
networks within Europe, Germany and the United States.   

He was a Fulbright Fellow in the American Studies Program at New York University in 
1989 and a Fellow of the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) at the 
University of California, Berkeley, in 1990.  He held the position of Guest Professor at 
John E. Dolibois European Center of the University of Miami, Ohio in Luxembourg 
during 1995 – 1999, and Visiting Scholar at the Institute for European Studies at Connell 
University in 2000.  He is the Editor of the Politik.IM.Netz on-line political science 
journal, and has published widely on think tanks, political networks, political parties in 
European, the European Union and German politics.  He has been a Professor at the 
University of Passau in Political Science since 1997.  Professor Gellner has visited Texas 
many times, having offered several guest lectures to students and faculty.  His energy 
and ceaseless dedication to international studies, German and European politics and 
cross-cultural extensions of studying political science make Professor Gellner an 
invaluable and uniquely gifted partner to Texas A&M University and a rich and 
compelling resource for the participants of the Danube Summer Institute.  


